Assassinations 
Panel Cites Need 
For Major Probe 

A new in-depth ihves igation- into 
the assassinations. Of President Ken- 
nedy and Dr. Martbj^^er, King Jr. 
is needed to resolv^i>, grihg myste- 
« ries surrounding the sayings, the 
House Select Co^^ittee on Assassina- 
tions said yesterd#. 

Tine committee made its »atoinen-t 
to justuS^Ao- xfor^ request ; or 5 
million to pursue leads tfJout James 
Earl Ray, the confessed slayer of 
King, and Lee Harvey Oswald, identi- 
fied by the Warren Commission as the 
man who shot Kennedy. 

The committee asked the full House 
to approve the 1977 budget to permit 
it to follow leads that have been de- 
veloped by the staff in recent weeks. 

These include uncorroborated testi- 
mony that Ray received instructions 
from a secret conspirator during his 
flight to escape arrest after King’s 
slaying. Another involves the Central 
Intelligence Agency’s surveillance of 
Oswald in Mexico City less than two 
months before the Kennedy assassina- 
tion. 

“The passage of time has not healed 
the national trauma caused by these 
assassinations. Old doubts have re- 
mained and new disturbing questions 
have been raised as additional evi- 
dence has come to light,” said the re- 
port signed by committee Chairman 
Thomas N. Downing (D-Va.). 
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